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WIRES
An International Non-Profit Trade Association

Working to Fulfill the Promise of a Twenty-First
Century North American Electric Economy

Read	more	about	WIRES	and	access	their	report	library:	
http://www.wiresgroup.com/
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• Americans	for	a	Clean	Energy	Grid	(ACEG)	has	been	
engaged	since	2008	in	building	broad-based	
awareness	of	the	need	to	expand,	integrate	and	
modernize	America’s	high-voltage	transmission	
system.

• Read	more	about	our	coalition	and	policy	agenda:	
https://cleanenergygrid.org/our-policy-agenda/

6

Introduction to	ACEG
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Common	Myths	Around	Transmission Investment
Myth: Transmission	is	only	built	to	meet	current	demand,	which	is	not	likely	to	
grow.	Constructing	more	transmission	in	anticipation	of	the	unforeseeable	
future	is	a	waste.

Truth: Transmission	is	not	only	built	to	meet	current	demand,	but	also	to	
manage	evolving	consumer	behavior	and	new	economic	activities
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Common	Myths	Around	Transmission Investment
Myth: Transmission	by	wire	is	old	technology.	There	are	new	and	more	cost-effective	
substitutes	for	transmission

Truth:Market	resource	alternatives	(“MRAs”),	sometimes	referred	to	as	non-
transmission	alternatives	(“NTAs”),	generally	rely	on	transmission	
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Common	Myths	Around	Transmission Investment
Myth: Transmission	projects	may	be	prone	to	overbuilding	

Truth: Transmission	projects	go	through	stringent	and	comprehensive	cost-
benefit	evaluations	to	avoid	overbuilding	
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Common	Myths	Around	Transmission Investment
Myth: Transmission	projects	have	large	up-front	costs	which	will	be	passed	onto	
consumers	

Truth: The	‘price	tag’	for	construction	of	new	transmission	projects	is	recovered	
gradually,	with	only	modest	impacts	on	consumers	at	any	given	point	in	time	
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Common	Myths	Around	Transmission Investment
Myth: Customers	on	the	receiving	end	of	a	new	transmission	line	are	the	only	
ones	who	benefit

Truth: Benefits	can	be	geographically	and	demographically	widespread	
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Common	Myths	Around	Transmission Investment
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From	myths	to	reality:	recognizing	and	
quantifying	the	benefits	of	transmission	
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An	Integrated	National	Transmission	Grid?
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Questions?
Please	submit	any	questions	through	the	GoToWebinar
panel	on	the	right	side	of	your	screen,	and	we	will	answer	
as	many	as	possible.	
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Thank	you

To	learn	more	about	ACEG,	visit	https://cleanenergygrid.org/

Additional	questions? Email: info@cleanenergygrid.org
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